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It is, however, necessary to appoint someone to be the leader.
Hence we should immediately proceed to appoint as leader any
person whose views, methods and character appeal to large numbers
and, though we may occasionally quarrel and argue with him,
one should finally display perfect discipline and obey him. Once
we have known the means of winning swaraj and understood how
we may serve the cause of the Khilafat, there will be nothing about
which we do not know what to do. There are no more things for
us to learn. All that is necessary is to act; India will reap as
she sows.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 9-10-1921

120.   GUJARATS TEST
I have returned to Gujarat to know what truth there is in the
good reports I heard about it while I was touring. It was the
first to accept non-co-operation. Even at that time I had said that
complete non-co-operation by Gujarat alone would of course win
swaraj for it, but that it would also do so for the rest of the
country. I still hold that view. Failure to win swaraj by the end of
this year will be a matter of shame to me no doubt, but it will be
so to the whole country as well and especially to Gujarat. I shall
certainly disclaim responsibility by saying that the conditions I had
laid down were not fulfilled and that, therefore, it was none of my
fault. But what excuse will Gujarat be able to give? It can only
say : "We could not keep the pledge we took, and serve us right
too." It is, therefore, the duty of every Gujarati to see that such
a humiliating confession does not become necessary.
I heard Gujarat being praised, but I find Gujaratis have not
resigned Government jobs. Only a few of the lawyers have given
up practice. The students have done reasonably well, but only
relatively.
What, then, is the work for which Gujarat is being given credit?
It is in regard to swadeshi. What more can we say about
Gujarat than that it has done reasonably well in this field too?
Swadeshi is the one thing in which we really believe. Until every
province and every district spins and weaves the cloth it requires
and boycotts foreign cloth, swaraj will remain an impossibility.
Hence the credit which is being given to Gujarat is justified only
if it is with regard to swadeshi.